BMP C180: Small Project Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Purpose

To prevent the discharge of sediment and other pollutants to the maximum
extent practicable from small construction projects.

Conditions of Use

On small construction projects, those adding or replacing less than 2,000
square feet of impervious surface or clearing less than 7,000 square feet.

Design and
Installation
Specifications

Plan and implement proper clearing and grading of the site. It is most
important only to clear the areas needed, thus keeping exposed areas
to a minimum. Phase clearing so that only those areas that are actively
being worked are uncovered.
Note: Clearing limits should be flagged in the lot or area prior to
initiating clearing.
Soil shall be managed in a manner that does not permanently compact
or deteriorate the final soil and landscape system. If disturbance and/or
compaction occur the impact must be corrected at the end of the
construction activity. This shall include restoration of soil depth, soil
quality, permeability, and percent organic matter. Construction
practices must not cause damage to or compromise the design of
permanent landscape or infiltration areas.
Locate excavated basement soil a reasonable distance behind the curb,
such as in the backyard or side yard area. This will increase the
distance eroded soil must travel to reach the storm sewer system. Soil
piles should be covered until the soil is either used or removed. Piles
should be situated so that sediment does not run into the street or
adjoining yards.
Backfill basement walls as soon as possible and rough grade the lot.
This will eliminate large soil mounds, which are highly erodible, and
prepares the lot for temporary cover, which will further reduce erosion
potential.
Remove excess soil from the site as soon as possible after backfilling.
This will eliminate any sediment loss from surplus fill.
If a lot has a soil bank higher than the curb, a trench or berm should be
installed moving the bank several feet behind the curb. This will
reduce the occurrence of gully and rill erosion while providing a
storage and settling area for stormwater.
The construction entrance should be stabilized where traffic will be
leaving the construction site and traveling on paved roads or other
paved areas within 1,000 feet of the site.
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Provide for periodic street cleaning to remove any sediment that may
have been tracked out. Sediment should be removed by shoveling or
sweeping and carefully removed to a suitable disposal area where it
will not be re-eroded.
Utility trenches that run up and down slopes must be backfilled within
seven days. Cross-slope trenches may remain open throughout
construction to provide runoff interception and sediment trapping,
provided that they do not convey turbid runoff off site.

Clearing & Grading Development Standards

Page 135

